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Abstract.  Conveying the foreign, alien background in poetry, plays, short stories and novels has traditionally been regarded as the 
major aim of resorting to exotic vocabulary in  belles-lettres. In the present article the statistics are presented to highlight the regular 
usage of South Asian exoticisms in a wider range of the English functional styles. The functional assimilation of the analyzed lexical 
loanwords is revealed through comparing dictionary entries (to denote the retaining or loss of the  culturally loaded component of the 

current usage of exotic loanwords of South Asian origin contributes to the understanding of 
the conditions for the de-exoticization, i.e. nativization of exotic vocabulary. Among these the following features can be named: 
belonging to the groups of adjectives or verbs; relatively high level of the abstract meanings of the exotic nouns; the frequent 
occurrence in contemporary written journalese style; the topical socio-cultural context of its usage. 

Keywords: South Asian loanwords; exotic word/exoticism; de-exotization; culture-loaded meaning 

 

 
 

 
 

e-mail: kouzina-marina@yandex.ru

C

-

The Guardian», «The Independent», «USA Today», «Washington Post»)
-

-

 

 : -
 



International Scientific-Pedagogical Organization of Philologists  (ISPOP) 
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Indianisms are a perfectly valid form of 
English  as are Americanisms  excluded only by rank snobbery. 
vocabulary» (The Guardian, 4/01/2016).  
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Bulakhovskiy, Inyutina, Krysin, Mikhailovskaya, Samotik, 
Filin, Shmelyov atc..). 
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A Glossary of Colloquial Anglo-Indian Words and Phrases, and of 
Kindred Terms, Etymological, Historical, Geographical and Discursive Hobson-Jobson
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Boxwallahs. A Dictionary of the Words of nglo-India» (1991) (Bitko, 2013). 
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A. R. Wadia, Sh. Bhatia, K. Teltscher.  
.   

guru, juggernaut, karma, mantra, nirvana
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-  The Oxford 

English Dictionary», «The Merriam-Webster Dictionary
The Guardian», «The 

Independent», «USA Today», «Washington Post»). 
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bandanna/bandana, bangle, bungalow, calico, 

cashmere, catamaran, cheetah, cheroot, chintz, chutney, coir, cot, cummerbund, cushy» (The Merriam-Webster; the 
Oxford English Dictionary)

-

 

 
- - avatar, guru, karma, mandarin, mantra, nirvana, pariah, pajamas/pyjamas, 

purdah, teak, yoga -
The Merriam-Webster; the Oxford English Dictionary

 

-
-

ashram, ayah, baboo/babu, banyan, begum, Bengali, betel, bhaji/bhajee, biriani/byriani, Blighty, Brahman/Brahmin, 
Buddhism, Buddhist, chador, chai, chakra, coolie, cowrie, curry (The Merriam-Webster; the Oxford English 
Dictionary

 

(guru, juggernaut, karma, mantra, nirvana)  

-

mantra - m) a word 
 

statement or slogan repeated frequently»). juggernaut 
a huge, powerful, 

and overwhelming force; 2. (British) a large, heavy vehicle, especially an articulated lorry; 3. (old-fashioned name for 
Jagannatha) the form of Krishna worshipped in Puri, Orissa, where in the annual festival his image is dragged through 
the streets on a heavy chariot; devotees are said formerly to have thrown themselves under its wheels (The Oxford 
English Dictionary). 

- The 
Guardian The Independent guru 

mantra  karma  nirvana  
juggernaut  

USA Today Washington Post»: mantra 
guru  juggernaut  

karma  nirvana  The Guardian; the Independent; the Washington Post; 
USA Today). 

mantra 

Together with three other MPs, Creagh has written a thundering 
article in the Northern Echo and the Yorkshire Post denouncing this patronising nonsense, denying the southern 
caricature that  “we northern Labour MPs live in constant fear of losing our seats” and “unless we repeat that mantra 
that leave means leave … we are all heading for the political scrapyard” (The Guardian 30/04/2019).  

 
David 

Cameron accused of idiocy over austerity mantra; Theresa May's new year mantra: Brexit means compromise; 'Pics or 
it didn't happen' – the mantra of the Instagram era (The Guardian). 

juggernaut 
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As Nielsen begins tracking viewership, HBO's departing fantasy hit “Game of Thrones” continues to 
show muscle as a ratings juggernaut (USA Today). 

-
He decided to try a four-day workweek instead. A year later, Andersen said it's working well, but “it isn't 

nirvana”. With the exception of a receptionist, all his employers  get Friday off and work slightly longer days Monday 
through Thursday. On those days, he's learned to schedule in blocks of break time to keep people productive, cater 
lunch and not schedule meetings on Thursdays, when everyone is focused on getting out the door (The Washington 
Post).  
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